September 21, 2015

Assalamu Alaikum Parents, Families, and Friends,

Universal Academy of Pittsburgh (UAP) is pleased to announce its 5th Annual School Spelling Bee!  

The Purpose:  The goal of the Spelling Bee is to promote spelling and vocabulary skills outside of the classroom.  UAP encourages students to read as much as possible, and the Spelling Bee is another great way to increase a child’s vocabulary.  While prizes will be provided, the greatest prize is to expand their knowledge and instill a love of learning in each child.

The Details:  Each class (grades 1-6) will hold a classroom spelling bee, and the 2 winners from each grade (12 total) will then move on to the School Spelling Bee, where they will compete against each other for the honor of becoming the UAP School Champion.  The Champion will then move on to compete in the Western Pennsylvania Spelling Bee at Robert Morris University’s Charles L. Sewall Center.  The School Winner will receive an additional prize, provided by the Scripps National Spelling Bee organization.  The winner of the Western Pa. Spelling Bee will be invited to the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, DC, to compete against students from all around the country!

Below you will find the important dates of the Classroom, School, and Area Spelling Bees, as well as some helpful tips to share with your child as you study together.  

Dates to Remember:

Classroom Spelling Bees (by grade):  Week of Dec.14-18, 2015
School Spelling Bee:  Friday, Feb. 12, 2016
Western Pa. Spelling Bee (Robert Morris Univer.):  Sat., Mar. 12, 2016

Tips to Help you Study:
1. Practice with your parent on a weekly basis.  While studying for the weekly spelling test, add in some words from your Spelling Bee list.  Get siblings and other family members involved!

2. Watch a movie about spelling, such as Akeelah and the Bee or the documentary Spellbound.

3. Form a study group with other students, and quiz each other weekly.

4. Keep a “great words” journal for new and interesting words that you come across.

5. Designate a spelling wall in your home, posting new words to the wall each day or week.

6. For family night, conduct a themed spelling bee.  Use a newspaper for current events words, or a cookbook for a cuisine-themed bee.

7. Do like Akeelah did: spell and jump rope!

8. Ask friends and neighbors to challenge you with great spelling words.

9. Read great books.  You’ll be entertained as you effortlessly improve your spelling and increase your vocabulary.

10. Scour the dictionary in search of words to stump your parents and teachers.  Also look up words you find that you don’t know; you’ll be sure to learn some interesting ones.

11. Parents can sign up for a Word Club season pass on http://spellingbee.com/wordclub ($29.99).  Students can then study words online, with quizzes on both spelling and vocabulary.

12. Use a free website, like http://www.spellingcity.com/ to enter your word list, play games, and study. 

13. If you don’t know a word, look it up or ask your teacher; some of the higher levels are difficult!

14. Make flashcards by typing and printing the words in large font, or writing them on index cards.  These can be used to quiz you during any “down moments,” such as in the car, on the bus, before bed, etc.
15. Parents- Remind your child the best they can do is to simply try their hardest.  Winning is NOT the most important thing!

16. Parents- Also remind your child to be a good sport.  We cheer on all our spellers, and want them all to do well.  Putting someone down or making fun of them will NOT be tolerated.
Thank you for your support.  We look forward to your child’s participation!
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