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Assalaamu Alaikum and Welcome Back Families,


This year in Language Arts, we will continue using Journeys: Common Core for Grade 6, a research-based curriculum.  The Journeys curriculum is completely aligned with the Common Core Standards that we teach, and covers the areas of Language Arts that are assessed during standardized testing.  Among the areas of focus are developing academic vocabulary; developing close-reading skills; and exploring connections to other academic areas, such as life science, American history, cultures, math, and media.  The Journeys curriculum includes large and small group activities, differentiated instruction based on ability (struggling, on level, advanced, and English-Language Learner), and online resources for both students and teachers.  At the end of this syllabus, you will find the units and lessons of study we will be covering this year in sixth grade.  

Homework and Tests
Homework will be given weekly, including on weekends.  The due dates for homework and projects will be sent home on the weekly homework sheet, which will also be emailed to parents/guardians, posted on the class website, and posted outside our classroom.  Additionally, your child will be required to write their homework in their planner daily, and to get it signed nightly by their parent/guardian. 

In Language Arts, your child will need 2 composition books:

· Writing Journal, in which your child will write and answer daily journal questions (this will stay in class, but parents are welcome to read through it when they stop by). 

· Interactive Classwork/Homework Notebook, in which notes will be taken in class, and homework assignments are to be done. All assignments should include the student’s name and date, as well as assignment title (ex: Vocabulary Sentences, Spelling 3x each, etc.) and page number (if applicable).  Assignments should NOT be ripped out.
If a student chooses not to complete and turn in homework on time, it will be recorded in the grade book.  Failure to complete homework on a regular basis will be reported to a parent/guardian.  If a student continually refuses to turn in assignments on time, they may be asked to stay at recess to complete it (students will be free to go after completing the work) or be referred to the Principal’s office.

Weekly tests will be given on Friday, and will include spelling, vocabulary, decoding, grammar, and reading comprehension based on the weekly story.  Each test will be graded and returned to the student, after which they will need to get it signed by a parent/guardian.  If they choose not to get their test signed, an email will be sent to the parent informing them both of the grade, and the student’s failure to get it signed on time.

Special Assignments 
· This year, we will continue expanding our focus on reading comprehension with book reports. Your child will complete at least one book report per month.  The books must be appropriate, both in length and subject matter (ie: not using a picture book if we are on chapter books).

· In addition, students will be asked to fill out a reading log as part of their homework, and it will require a signature by a parent/guardian.  Books may be borrowed from the classroom library at any time (and returned promptly), but students will also benefit from regular trips to a local library. 

· U.A.P. will also be holding our 5th Annual School Spelling Bee just after the new year, in preparation for the Area Spelling Bee (location TBA).  Students from grades 1-6 will compete in grade-level classroom spelling bees before Winter Break, with two winners per grade.  These semifinalists will compete in the School Spelling Bee, after which one student from U.A.P. will be selected for the Area Spelling Bee.  If they perform well, this student may be invited to attend the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, DC.  Spelling lists will be sent home in advance.  Dates TBD.

· In addition, students will spend more time on writing this year.  Students will prepare for and enter both school-wide and national essay contests, and continue to improve their writing through use of the Writing Process.  

· Students will complete a project at the end of each unit (which is comprised of 5 lessons).  Projects may vary depending on the content of each unit, and may include posters, essays, multimedia projects, etc.
Grading
25% Tests

25% Large Projects (Book Reports, End of Unit Projects, Essays, Etc.)
40% Class work/Homework Assignments
10% Participation



CURRICULUM (each weekly Lesson also includes areas for Fluency, Decoding, Spelling, Grammar, and Writing)
UNIT 1- Communication

Lesson 1:  How can the choices you make affect relationships with other people?
Target Skill:  Understanding Characters
Target Strategy:  Question
    Analyze the Text:  Dialogue; Simile
Anchor Text:  The School Story


Connect to the Topic:  Eleven
Lesson 2:  Why is teamwork important?
Target Skill:  Author’s Purpose



Target Strategy:  Infer/Predict
Analyze the Text:  Figurative Language; Point of View
Anchor Text: Knots in My Yo-yo String


Connect to the Topic:  Sporty Poetry
Lesson 3:  How have books changed over time?
Target Skill:  Sequence of Events


Target Strategy:  Analyze/Evaluate
Analyze the Text:  Domain-Specific Vocabulary; Diagrams
Anchor Text:  The Making of a Book


Connect to the Topic:  History of the Book
Lesson 4:  What is the difference between hearing and listening?
Target Skill:  Story Structure



Target Strategy:  Monitor/Clarify
Analyze the Text:  Alliteration; Style and Tone
Anchor Text:  The ACES Phone



Connect to the Topic:  Silent Noise
Lesson 5:  How can people communicate through the arts?
Target Skill:  Fact and Opinion




Target Strategy:  Summarize
Analyze the Text:  Author’s Purpose; Analyze Events
Anchor Text:  The Myers Family (from “Pass It Down”)

Connect to the Topic:  Sound Check
UNIT 2- Critical Thinking
Lesson 6:  How does the media influence how people feel about events?
Target Skill:  Theme




Target Strategy:  Analyze/Evaluate
Analyze the Text:  Metaphor; Understanding Characters
Anchor Text:  The Boy Who Saved Baseball

Connect to the Topic:  Persuading the Public
Lesson 7:  How can math help you solve problems in everyday life?
Target Skill:  Text and Graphic Features

Target Strategy:  Summarize
Analyze the Text:  Text Structure; Figurative Language
Anchor Text:  Do Knot Enter (from “Math Trek: Adventures in the MathZone”)



Connect to the Topic:  The Knot That is Not
Lesson 8:  How can mistakes turn into answers to problems?
Target Skill:  Conclusions and Generalizations

Target Strategy:  Infer/Predict
Analyze the Text:  Connotation/Denotation; Character’s Motivations
Anchor Text:  Science Fiction (from “Tripping Over the Lunch Lady and Other School Stories”)
Connect to the Topic:  Growing Mold
Lesson 9:  What can cause people to change how they feel about one another?
Target Skill:  Cause and Effect



Target Strategy:  Visualize
Analyze the Text:  Style and Tone; Point of View
Anchor Text:  Kensuke’s Kingdom


Connect to the Topic:  Exploring Islands
Lesson 10:  What kinds of things might two different cultures have in common?
Target Skill:  Compare and Contrast


Target Strategy:  Question
Analyze the Text:  Arguments and Claims; Author’s Purpose
Anchor Text:  
Children of the Midnight Sun: Young Native Voices of Alaska
Connect to the Topic:  Native American Poetry: “Song,” “Lesson in Fire,” “Twelfth Song of Thunder”
UNIT 3-  The Environment, Exploration, and the Community
Lesson 11:  What things can people do to help prevent fires?
Target Skill:  Sequence of Events


Target Strategy:  Summarize
Analyze the Text:  Arguments and Claims; Figurative Language
Anchor Text:  
The Great Fire



Connect to the Topic:  Fire: Friend or Enemy?
Lesson 12:  How do people react to emergencies in different ways?
Target Skill:  Story Structure



Target Strategy:  Infer/Predict
Analyze the Text:  Personification; Point of View
Anchor Text:  
Airborn




Connect to the Topic:  Riding on Air
Lesson 13:  What drives people to explore remote places?
Target Skill:  Main Idea and Details


Target Strategy:  Monitor/Clarify
Analyze the Text:  Connotation; Domain-Specific Vocabulary
Anchor Text:  
Onward: A Photobiography of African-American Polar Explorer Matthew Henson
Connect to the Topic:  The Pole!
Lesson 14:  What can people do to help their communities?
Target Skill:  Theme

Target Strategy:  Visualize
Analyze the Text:  Hyperbole; Author’s Word Choice 
Anchor Text:  
Any Small Goodness


Connect to the Topic:  The Ball is in Their Court
Lesson 15:  How has technology helped people learn about earth and space?
Target Skill:  Text and Graphic Features

Target Strategy:  Analyze/Evaluate
Analyze the Text:  Domain-Specific Vocabulary; Style and Tone
Anchor Text:  
Team Moon: How 400,000 People Landed Apollo 11 on the Moon
Connect to the Topic:  The Woman in the Moon
UNIT 4-  History: Fact, Myth, and Legend
Lesson 16:  How can learning about history help people today?
Target Skill:  Compare and Contrast


Target Strategy:  Summarize
Analyze the Text:  Author’s Purpose; Main Idea and Details
Anchor Text:  
The Real Vikings: Craftsmen, Traders, and Fearsome Raiders
Connect to the Topic:  Poems That Boast: “A Mighty Fine Fella,” “Super Samson Simpson,” “A Song of Greatness”
Lesson 17:  How can people use clues to learn about ancient cultures?
Target Skill:  Fact and Opinion



Target Strategy:  Question
Analyze the Text:  Figurative Language; Text Structure
Anchor Text:  
The Emperor’s Silent Army

Connect to the Topic:  Ancient China: Visual Arts
Lesson 18:  What is special about characters in myths?
Target Skill:  Story Structure
 


Target Strategy:  Infer/Predict
Analyze the Text:  Analyze Setting; Author’s Word Choice
Anchor Text:  
The Hero and the Minotaur

Connect to the Topic:  The Ancient News
Lesson 19:  What was life like in ancient Egypt?
Target Skill:  Cause and Effect



Target Strategy:  Monitor/Clarify
Analyze the Text:  Analyze Historical Characters; Conclusions and Generalizations
Anchor Text:  
The Princess Who Became a King (from “African Princess”)
Connect to the Topic:  Kush
Lesson 20:  What do we know today about volcanoes that people in ancient times did not?
Target Skill:  Main Ideas and Details


Target Strategy:  Visualize
Analyze the Text:  Style and Tone; Analyze Events
Anchor Text:  
Bodies from the Ash: Life and Death in Ancient Pompeii
Connect to the Topic:  Since Vesuvius
UNIT 5- Human Relationships and Collaboration
Lesson 21:  How does a new friendship affect an old one?
Target Skill:  Compare and Contrast


Target Strategy:  Infer/Predict
Analyze the Text:  Character’s Motivations; Point of View
Anchor Text:  
All Alone in the Universe


Connect to the Topic:  DNA Detectives
Lesson 22:  How can trial and error lead to new inventions?
Target Skill:  Conclusions and Generalizations

Target Strategy:  Monitor/Clarify
Analyze the Text:  Text Structure; Personification
Anchor Text:  
First to Fly: How Wilbur and Orville Wright Invented the Airplane
Connect to the Topic:  Young Pilot Sets Records
Lesson 23:  How did the courageous acts of people in the past affect history?
Target Skill:  Cause and Effect



Target Strategy:  Analyze/Evaluate
Analyze the Text:  Figurative Language; Understanding Characters
Anchor Text:  
Number the Stars


Connect to the Topic:  Book Review: Number the Stars
Lesson 24:  How have people in history worked hard to achieve their goals?
Target Skill:  Author’s Purpose



Target Strategy:  Question
Analyze the Text:  Variations of English; Analyze Events
Anchor Text:  
Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad
Connect to the Topic:  Home of the Brave
Lesson 25:  How do robots solve problems?
Target Skill:  Sequence of Events


Target Strategy:  Visualize
Analyze the Text:  Domain-Specific Vocabulary; Main Idea and Details
Anchor Text:  
Robotics



Connect to the Topic:  Dr. Sneed’s Best Friend
UNIT 6- Science Throughout the Universe
Lesson 26:  What are some effects of sending objects into space?
Target Skill:  Main Idea and Details


Target Strategy:  Question
Article:  Space Trash




Article:  How the Milky Way Came To Be
Lesson 27:  What are some characteristics of extreme climates?
Target Skill:  Conclusions/Generalizations

Target Strategy:  Summarize
Article:  Denali Dog Sled Journal


Article:  A Harsh Land of Beauty
Lesson 28:  What impact do insects have on human life?
Target Skill:  Understanding Characters

Target Strategy:  Analyze/Evaluate
Article:  Vanishing Act




Article:  The Smart Swarm
Lesson 29:  Why is it important that we respect wild animals?
Target Skill:  Persuasion



Target Strategy:  Monitor/Clarify
Article:  Elephants on the Savannah


Article:  A Colossal Catch
Lesson 30:  Why do people study severe weather?
Target Skill:  Text and Graphic Features

Target Strategy:  Visualize
Article:  Storm Chasers




Article:  Whiteout! The Great Blizzard of 1888


Thank you in advance for your cooperation and support this coming school year. I look forward to working with you and your child to help expand their wide range of Language Arts skills, including reading comprehension, fluency, writing, vocabulary, spelling, and grammar. Please feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns, or comments.


Sincerely, 
Laurin Arafat

Laurin283@hotmail.com
laurinarafat.weebly.com
