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Assalaamu Alaikum and Welcome Back Families,


This year in Language Arts, we will continue using Journeys: Common Core for Grade 5, a research-based curriculum.  The Journeys curriculum is completely aligned with the Common Core Standards that we teach, and covers the areas of Language Arts that are assessed during standardized testing.  Among the areas of focus are developing academic vocabulary; developing close-reading skills; and exploring connections to other academic areas, such as life science, American history, cultures, math, and media.  The Journeys curriculum includes large and small group activities, differentiated instruction based on ability (struggling, on level, advanced, and English-Language Learner), and online resources for both students and teachers.  At the end of this syllabus, you will find the units and lessons of study we will be covering this year in fifth grade.  

Homework and Tests
Homework will be given weekly, including on weekends.  The due dates for homework and projects will be sent home on the weekly homework sheet, which will also be emailed to parents/guardians, posted on the class website, and posted outside our classroom.  Additionally, your child will be required to write their homework in their planner daily, and to get it signed nightly by their parent/guardian. 

In Language Arts, your child will need 2 composition books:

· Writing Journal, in which your child will write and answer daily journal questions (this will stay in class, but parents are welcome to read through it when they stop by). 

· Interactive Classwork/Homework Notebook, in which notes will be taken in class, and homework assignments are to be done. All assignments should include the student’s name and date, as well as assignment title (ex: Vocabulary Sentences, Spelling 3x each, etc.) and page number (if applicable).  Assignments should NOT be ripped out.
If a student chooses not to complete and turn in homework on time, it will be recorded in the grade book.  Failure to complete homework on a regular basis will be reported to a parent/guardian.  If a student continually refuses to turn in assignments on time, they may be asked to stay at recess to complete it (students will be free to go after completing the work) or be referred to the Principal’s office.

Weekly tests will be given on Friday, and will include spelling, vocabulary, decoding, grammar, and reading comprehension based on the weekly story.  Each test will be graded and returned to the student, after which they will need to get it signed by a parent/guardian.  If they choose not to get their test signed, an email will be sent to the parent informing them both of the grade, and the student’s failure to get it signed on time.

Special Assignments 
· This year, we will continue expanding our focus on reading comprehension with book reports. Your child will complete at least one book report per month.  The books must be appropriate, both in length and subject matter (ie: not using a picture book if we are on chapter books).

· In addition, students will be asked to fill out a reading log as part of their homework, and it will require a signature by a parent/guardian.  Books may be borrowed from the classroom library at any time (and returned promptly), but students will also benefit from regular trips to a local library. 

· U.A.P. will also be holding our 5th Annual School Spelling Bee just after the new year, in preparation for the Area Spelling Bee (location TBA).  Students from grades 1-6 will compete in grade-level classroom spelling bees before Winter Break, with two winners per grade.  These semifinalists will compete in the School Spelling Bee, after which one student from U.A.P. will be selected for the Area Spelling Bee.  If they perform well, this student may be invited to attend the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, DC.  Spelling lists will be sent home in advance.  Dates TBD.

· In addition, students will spend more time on writing this year.  Students will prepare for and enter both school-wide and national essay contests, and continue to improve their writing through use of the Writing Process.  

· Students will complete a project at the end of each unit (which is comprised of 5 lessons).  Projects may vary depending on the content of each unit, and may include posters, essays, multimedia projects, etc.
Grading
25% Tests

25% Large Projects (Book Reports, End of Unit Projects, Essays, Etc.)
40% Class work/Homework Assignments
10% Participation



CURRICULUM (each weekly Lesson also includes areas for Fluency, Decoding, Spelling, Grammar, and Writing)
UNIT 1- Human Relationship and Interaction
Lesson 1:  How can an experiment clarify an idea?
Target Skill:  Story Structure



Target Strategy:  Summarize
Analyze the Text:  Point of View; Irony
Anchor Text:  A Package for Mrs. Jewls


Connect to the Topic:  Questioning Gravity
Lesson 2:  How can art and performance help people understand a text?
Target Skill:  Theme




Target Strategy:  Question
Analyze the Text:  Elements of Drama; Characterization
Anchor Text: A Royal Mystery



Connect to the Topic:  The Princess and the Pea
Lesson 3:  Why is determination a good quality for a politician to have?
Target Skill:  Compare and Contrast


Target Strategy:  Infer/Predict
Analyze the Text:  Idioms; Formal and Informal Language
Anchor Text:  Off and Running



Connect to the Topic:  Vote for Me!
Lesson 4:  How can being active in sports improve someone’s attitude?
Target Skill:  Sequence of Events


Target Strategy:  Monitor/Clarify
Analyze the Text:  Narrative Pacing; Rhythm
Anchor Text:  Double Dutch



Connect to the Topic:  Score!
Lesson 5:  How can overcoming a challenge change someone’s life?
Target Skill:  Theme




Target Strategy:  Visualize
Analyze the Text:  Dialogue; Sequence of Events
Anchor Text:  Elisa’s Diary



Connect to the Topic:  Words Free as Confetti
UNIT 2- Science: Animals and Environment
Lesson 6:  Why is it important to research and protect endangered animals?
Target Skill:  Cause and Effect



Target Strategy:  Question
Analyze the Text:  Quotes and Description; Domain-Specific Vocabulary 
Anchor Text:  Quest for the Tree Kangaroo

Connect to the Topic:  Why Koala Has No Tail
Lesson 7:  How can dangerous situations bring people closer together?
Target Skill:  Understanding Characters

Target Strategy:  Visualize
Analyze the Text:  Author’s Word Choice; Dialect
Anchor Text:  Old Yeller



Connect to the Topic:  What Makes it Good?
Lesson 8:  What reasons do people have for protecting the environment?
Target Skill:  Author’s Purpose



Target Strategy:  Analyze/Evaluate
Analyze the Text:  Explain Scientific Ideas; Domain-Specific Vocabulary
Anchor Text:  Everglades Forever


Connect to the Topic:  National Parks of the West
Lesson 9:  How can an act of courage reveal a person’s true nature?
Target Skill:  Conclusions and Generalizations

Target Strategy:  Infer/Predict
Analyze the Text:  Point of View; Characterization
Anchor Text:  Storm Warriors



Connect to the Topic:  Pea Island’s Forgotten Heroes
Lesson 10:  What can a scientist learn by observing the behaviors of a particular animal?
Target Skill:  Main Ideas and Details


Target Strategy:  Monitor/Clarify
Analyze the Text:  Explain Scientific Ideas; Domain-Specific Vocabulary
Anchor Text:  
Cougars




Connect to the Topic:  Purr-fection
UNIT 3- The American Revolutionary War
Lesson 11:  What can individuals do to help shape a new government?
Target Skill:  Cause and Effect



Target Strategy:  Visualize
Analyze the Text:  Visual Elements; Primary Sources
Anchor Text:  
Dangerous Crossing


Connect to the Topic:  Revolution and Rights
Lesson 12:  How can people’s differences of opinion lead to a revolution?
Target Skill:  Fact and Opinion





Target Strategy:  Question
Analyze the Text:  Tone; Similes
Anchor Text:  
Can’t You Make Them Behave, King George?

Connect to the Topic:  Tea Time!
Lesson 13:  How can individual acts of bravery shape history?
Target Skill:  Conclusions and Generalizations

Target Strategy:  Analyze/Evaluate
Analyze the Text:  Domain-Specific Vocabulary; Text Structure
Anchor Text:  
They Called Her Molly Pitcher

Connect to the Topic:  A Spy for Freedom
Lesson 14:  What events or feelings would lead someone to fight for freedom?
Target Skill:  Sequence of Events


Target Strategy:  Summarize
Analyze the Text:  Explain Historical Events; Main Ideas and Details
Anchor Text:  
James Forten



Connect to the Topic:  Modern Minute Man
Lesson 15:  How are patriotism and courage related?
Target Skill:  Compare and Contrast Actions

Target Strategy:  Monitor/Clarify
Analyze the Text:  Text and Graphic Features; Text Structure
Anchor Text:  
We Were There, Too!


Connect to the Topic:  Patriotic Poetry
UNIT 4- Human Relationships and Interaction (PART 2)
Lesson 16:  In what ways can illustrations enhance a reader’s experience?
Target Skill:  Author’s Purpose



Target Strategy:  Monitor/Clarify
Analyze the Text:  Voice; Visual Elements
Anchor Text:  
Lunch Money



Connect to the Topic:  Zap! Pow! A History of the Comics
Lesson 17:  What role does imagination play in the invention process?
Target Skill:  Story Structure



Target Strategy:  Infer/Predict
Analyze the Text:  Literary Devices; Point of View
Anchor Text:  
LAFFF




Connect to the Topic:  From Dreams to Reality
Lesson 18:  What do facts and opinions contribute to a story?
Target Skill:  Fact and Opinion 


Target Strategy:  Analyze; Evaluate
Analyze the Text:  Main Ideas and Details; Narrative Pacing
Anchor Text:  
The Dog Newspaper


Connect to the Topic:  Poetry About Poetry
Lesson 19:  Why is it important to be aware of your community’s needs?
Target Skill:  Author’s Purpose



Target Strategy:  Summarize
Analyze the Text:  Dialogue; Characterization
Anchor Text:  
Darnell Rock Reporting


Connect to the Topic:  Volunteer!
Lesson 20:  What can a person learn by building a relationship with an animal?
Target Skill:  Story Structure



Target Strategy:  Question
Analyze the Text:  Characterization; Theme
Anchor Text:  
The Black Stallion


Connect to the Topic:  Horse Power
UNIT 5-  History of the American West
Lesson 21:  What does it mean to have good instincts?
Target Skill:  Sequence of Events


Target Strategy:  Visualize
Analyze the Text:  Figurative Language; Author’s Word Choice
Anchor Text:  
Tucket’s Travels



Connect to the Topic:  Wild Weather
Lesson 22:  How can traditions influence a person’s thoughts and feelings?
Target Skill:  Theme




Target Strategy:  Infer/Predict
Analyze the Text:  Author’s Word Choice; Visual Elements
Anchor Text:  
The Birchbark House


Connect to the Topic:  Four Seasons of Food
Lesson 23:  What kinds of lessons were learned by people who lived in the old west?
Target Skill:  Text and Graphic Features

Target Strategy:  Summarize
Analyze the Text:  Main Ideas and Details; Adages
Anchor Text:  
Vaqueros: America’s First Cowboys
Connect to the Topic:  Rhyme on the Range
Lesson 24:  Why would a pioneer traveler record events in a journal?
Target Skill:  Cause and Effect



Target Strategy:  Analyze/Evaluate
Analyze the Text:  Figurative Language; Point of View
Anchor Text:  
Rachel’s Journal



Connect to the Topic:  Westward to Freedom
Lesson 25:  How did explorers help America become the country it is today?
Target Skill:  Main Ideas and Details


Target Strategy:  Monitor/Clarify
Analyze the Text:  Primary Sources; Explain Historical Events
Anchor Text:  
Lewis and Clark



Connect to the Topic:  A Surprise Reunion
UNIT 6-  Discovering the Past
Lesson 26:  What can people learn by reading about how different animals adapt and survive?
Target Skill:  Text and Graphic Features

Target Strategy:  Visualize
Article:  Animals on the Move



Article:  Skywoman’s Rescue
Lesson 27:  What lessons can we learn from other cultures?
Target Skill:  Theme




Target Strategy:  Analyze/Evaluate
Article:  Mysteries at Cliff Palace


Article:  Cave of the Crystals
Lesson 28:  How does the study of fossils relate to our everyday lives?
Target Skill:  Fact and Opinion



Target Strategy:  Question
Article:  Fossils:  A Peek Into the Past


Article:  Trapped in Tar!
Lesson 29:  Why are people fascinated by nature?
Target Skill:  Conclusions and Generalizations

Target Strategy:  Infer/Predict
Article:  The Case of the Missing Deer


Article:  Fossil Fish Found!
Lesson 30:  What traits help make a person good at solving problems?
Target Skill:  Main Ideas and Details


Target Strategy:  Summarize
Article:  Get Lost! The Puzzle of Mazes


Article:  The Journey to Cuzco



Thank you in advance for your cooperation and support this coming school year. I look forward to working with you and your child to help expand their wide range of Language Arts skills, including reading comprehension, fluency, writing, vocabulary, spelling, and grammar. Please feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns, or comments.


Sincerely, 
Laurin Arafat

Laurin283@hotmail.com
laurinarafat.weebly.com
